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But this is how we must interpret the case: We deal with one whom 
they released prior to the festival, and the thirtieth day [of whose 
excommunication] coincided with the festival day, for a decree of 
excommunication is not for less than thirty days. 


A decree of sages’ displeasure is not for less than seven days. 


[F] A decree of excommunication is not for less than thirty days: “But 
a whole month, until it comes out at your nostrils and becomes 
loathsome to you, because you have rejected the Lord who is 
among you, and have wept before him, saying, ‘Why did we come 
forth out of Egypt?” (Num. 11:20). 


[G] A decree of sages’ displeasure is not for less than seven days: “But 
the Lord said to Moses, ‘If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be shamed seven days? Let her be shut up outside 
the camp seven days, and after that she may be brought in 
again’” (Num. 12:14). 


[H] Rabbi had high regard for Bar Eleasha [his son-in-law]. Bar 
Qappara said to him, “Everyone brings questions to Rabbi, 
and you do not bring questions to him.” 


[I] He said to him, “What should I ask him?” 


[J] He said to him, “Ask: ‘It looks down from heaven, it searches 
the corners of the house. All the winged creatures fear.’ ‘The 
young men saw me and withdrew, the aged rose and stood; ... 
and laid their hand on their mouth’ (Job 29:8-9). Lo, they say, 
“Wonderful, wonderful.’ He who is taken is taken in his sin.’” 


[K] [Upon hearing this riddle,| Rabbi turned and saw [Bar 
Qappara\ laughing. Rabbi said, “I do not recognize you [as a] 
sage.” 


[L] And [Bar Qappara] realized that he would not be appointed as 
an official of Rabbi’ s court for the rest of his days [and it 
served him right]. 


They sought to excommunicate R. Meir. He said to them, “I shall not 
listen to you unless you tell me who are those who declare the 
excommunication, on what basis they declare me to be 
excommunicated, and for how many causes they excommunicate me.” 


They sought to excommunicate R. Eliezer. 


They said, “Who will go and inform him?” 


